as the road was flat, the oxen were utiUsed, as we explained, by being posi tioned some on each side in front of the cart, where they could pull it into Une with the curve itself, however short or extended. It was simply a matter of patience and had to be carried out so often that it soon became routine, unharnessing and harnessing, the oxen suffered most of all, for the men did not have to exert themselves apart from shouting. Now they were shouting in desperation when confronted with the diaboUcal combination of curve and slope that they would be obliged to manoeuvre time and time again, but to shout in this situation is to lose one's breath, and they do not have much breath to spare. Better to decide how the job should be tackled first and to leave the shouting for later, when it w?l bring some reUef. that it began to look Uke a pagan festival, although we know that this was the most CathoUc of enterprises, to carry that stone to Mafra, to struggle forth and bring the faith to aU who deserved it.
